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managed to pass 409 resolutions, which meant that bills represented less than  
1 percent of what the Texas Legislature accomplished during its first session. During 
the second special session, 444 items were introduced, ninety-nine of which were 
bills (22.3 percent). The legislature passed two bills and 314 resolutions. The final, 
third special session featured forty-five bills and thirty-four resolutions introduced. 
Although the ratio of bills to resolutions is much higher than in the earlier special 
sessions, the legislature passed only one bill but managed to pass thirty-one of the 
thirty-four resolutions.

  Table 4.4  	� Bills and Resolutions Considered by the Texas 
Legislature, 1991–2013

Session Year Total Introduced Resolutions Bills

83rd 2013 10,630 4,762 5,868

82nd 2011 10,315 4,519 5,796

81st 2009 12,238 4,819 7,419

80th 2007 10,990 4,800 6,190

79th 2005   9,347 3,863 5,484

78th 2003   9,232 3,640 5,592

77th 2001   8,847 3,303 5,544

76th 1999   8,921 3,155 5,766

75th 1997   8,594 3,033 5,561

74th 1995   8,186 3,229 4,957

73rd 1993   6,979 2,599 4,380

72nd 1991   7,108 2,584 4,524

Source: Texas Legislature, “Legislative Statistics,” www.capitol.state.tx.us/Reports/Report 
.aspx?ID=legislativestatistics (accessed August 2, 2014). 

While the workload of the legislature has changed over time, the cause for 
this change is not fully known. What is clear is that the legislature is more active 
than in the past. The rise of Republican control over both chambers has shifted 
the working of the legislature toward a somewhat party-centered model and away 
from the bipartisan norms of the past. As the Republicans gained power and insti-
tutionalized their party alongside their Democratic counterparts, some aspects of 
legislative process also shifted. The political parties now play a stronger role in 
organizing the legislative process for floor debates, amendments, and other floor 
action.


